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The water cycle describes the movement of Earth’s water; the chart and the 

table below represent the presence of Earth’s water at a single point in time.  If 

you check back in a thousand or a million years, these numbers will be different. 

 

• In the first bar, notice how only 2.5% of Earth's water is freshwater - the 

amount needed for life to survive. 

• The middle bar shows the breakdown of freshwater. Almost all of it is 

locked up in ice and in the ground. Only a little more than 1.2% of all 

freshwater is surface water, which serves most of life's needs. 

• The right bar shows the breakdown of surface freshwater. Most of this 

water is locked up in ice, and another 20.9% is found in lakes. Rivers make 

up 0.49% of surface freshwater. Although rivers account for only a small 

amount of freshwater, this is where humans get a large portion of their 

water from. 


