
Sun bears are the smallest bears.. They 
stand 28 inches at the shoulder and are 
2 to 4 feet from head to tail. The tail 
itself is short. Males are larger than 
the females but only by 10 to 20%. 
They have short, wide, flat heads with 
small round ears. Their fur is rather 
coarse but appears sleek. This coat is 
entirely black except for a "U" shaped 
patch on the chest and a grey to faintly 
orange muzzle. The young are born with 
soft, shiny coats. The paws are fairly 
large with sickle-shaped claws and na-
ked soles which are thought to be help-
ful in climbing trees. These bears have 
an interesting walk, with all four legs 
turned in while walking.  


